L.

Decembar 2003 « Yol, 30, Mo, 12

g
= a L _m e S Sl

8| 439AW MISSION: Actively uppot national objectives on a global scale with ready, mobility forces.
ke T L L T— —=

E:_-m ~, E'S?JEE?" Bt

W i i




Remember holiday safety, kindness

What do the holidays mean for you - good food, time
with friends and family, travel?

As we approach this holiday season, | ask you to
think about afew other thingsaswell. Thefirstis
holiday safety. Safety isoften the last thing we consider
when we are planning for and enjoying all the events
that occur during the season. However, astrained Air
Force reservists, it should be one of thefirst. We've all
seen the videos depicting the results of poor decorating
choices. Treesthat are too dry, faulty wiring, and unattended stoves are
recipes for disaster and ruined holidays.

Another sureway to ruin your holidaysisto overindulge in alcohol.
Many lives have been destroyed or changed forever by having one too
many cups of spiked eggnog at a holiday party. Please, use caution and
stay safe.

The second thing | ask you to think of this season is giving. | know
that your holiday list islong and you probably think it islong enough.
However, please add to it the members of your community who are less
fortunate. If you look around, there are many opportunitiesto give.
Right here on base, we have the Angel Tree program to take care of our
reservists who are in need.

Also our neighbor, the city of Chicopee, has their annual Stuff the
Stocking campaign to help peoplein need in the local community. I'm
sure the town you live in has similar events that could use your help.

Finally, the 439" still has many of our folks deployed around the
world this season. Please keep those people and their familiesin your
thoughts. Also, if you can, give their familiesacall or send acard to let
them know we are here for them and we appreciate the sacrifices they
make.

In closing, my wife Kim and | want to wish all of you a safe and
happy holiday season!

by Col. WadeFarris
430th Airlift Wing commander
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Briefs

UTA schedule lists dates
for fiscal year remainder

Thefollowingisthe UTA schedulefor
the 439th AW for the remainder of Fisca

2004:
A B
December 6-7 NO B UTA
January 10-11 24-25
February 7-8 21-22
March 6-7 20-21
April 34 17-18
May 1-2 15-16
June 12-13 26-27
July 10-11 24-25
August 7-8 21-22

September 11-12 25-26

Family Support Center
begins angel program

TheFamily Support Center’sChristmas
Angel Tree Program opened on Nov. 1 for
al 439" AW assigned personned (reservists
and Department of Defense civilians) and
their familieswho arein need of some addi-
tional Christmas support.

sinterestedin ingan“An-
gd” for Christmaswill beprovidedtheangd’s
gender, age, and arequest fm&specid ggctf
Toensureprogram anonymity, thecenter
will betheliason between sgn-upsand spor-
1S

All interested membersand familiesare
encouraged to cdl the center at Ext. 3024 or
866-690-2161 (tall-free) to Sgn up.

Children’s party set for
Dec. 13 at fithess center

The annua Children’s Chrismas Party
is st for Dec. 13 from 2-4 p.m. in the base
fitness center. It isfor children ages 1-10.

Sgn-up is required by Dec. 5. Parents
should call thefitnesscenter Saff at Ext. 3958
to sgn up their children.

Cover photo

TROTTING FOR TURKEY --
Brent French, Dirk Dufresne and
Mike Guerin run Nov. 2 in the
annual Westover Turkey Trot (see
article and additional photos on
Page 12).

- photo by SrA. Tom Ouellette




Wilson pledges commitment as new AMXS commander

Articleand photo
by TSgt. Andrew Biscoe

Mg. Mark F. Wilson pledged his commitment to leading the Pa-
triot Wing's largest maintenance sguadron after he assumed command
on Oct. 29.

Wilson took command of the 439" AMXS during a ceremony
heldin Hangar 9.

He succeeded Col. Danid W. Allen, who will join the 22 Air
Force staff early next year asthe deputy logistics group commander a
Dobbins AFB, Ga Allen had been assigned to Westover since June
1988.

“I work for you - | am dedicated tothisjob .. thisismy homenow.
| want to stay here. | lovedl of you guys. God blessyou.”

Wilson has been with AMXS for two years. He recently was de-
ployment commander for 100 Patriot Wing maintenance workers a
Dover AFB hd ping themaintenance st therehandlethe C-5workload.

“Rest assured thet every decision | makewill haveyour best inter-
essinmind,” Wilson said, ashe spoketo histroopsarranged in forma
tion in the hangar. “My door isadways open.”

Wilsonthanked Allenfor hisleadershipandfriendship. 1 will con-
sder mysdf asuccessif | am hdf of the commander that you are .. this
isahard act tofollow,” he said.

Wilson was born in Hackensack, N. J. He graduated from Acton-
Boxboro Regiona High School inActon, Mass. Hewascommissoned
intheAir Forcein 1990 after graduating from the University of Massa:
gholusettsat Lowell with abachdlor of science degreeinindudtria tech-

ogy.
After completing the arcraft maintenance and munitions officer
coursea Chanute AFB, 11, Wilsonwasassgned to Tyndd| AFB, Fla,
asthe assgtant officer in charge of flightline maintenance. He attended
undergraduate pilot training a ColumbusAFB, Miss,, from 1992-1993

BOSS ON BOARD - New AMXS commander Maj. Mark F. Wilson, right,
shakes hands with SMSgt. Richard L. Coda, 439th AMXS, following the
Oct. 29 change of command ceremony in Hangar 9.

with afollow-on assgnment to Dover AFB, Ddl., where heflew the C-
5 until 1996 achieving the pogition of aircraft commander.

He returned to Columbusin 1996 asa T-37 ingtructor and evalua
tor pilot and served asthe 41 Flying Training Squadron assistant op-
erations officer.

WIL SON continued on Page8

Hard work through
surge, deployments
pays off for AMXS

Articleand photo
by T Sgt. Andrew Biscoe

Anunrelenting paceof activations, deploy-
ments, and maintenanceon 16 C-5shasfindly
paid off for the 43%th AM XS,

The squadron recently won the Mainte-
nance EffectivenessAward for 22nd Air Force
and Air Force Reserve Command in 2003.

AMXSledtheway intheAir Forcefor C-
5 launchesin 2003, with 1,186 from Westover
from February to June, accordingto Col. Danid
W. Allen, former squadron commander.

Habitat for Humanity.

AnAMXS crew chief said the effective-
ness award underscores a reliahility that has
dreedy gained Air Force-wide recognition.

“|tfed sgoodto becalled upon by theAir
Force” said SrA. Jason W. Foss, a squadron
member for twoyears. “ Eventhearcrewsrec-
ommend Westover. They don’'t want to go
anywheredse”

Foss was anong 100 AMXS members
who |eft for Dover AFB, Ddl., in September
tosupport C-5operations. Hereturnedinmid-
| October. A second group of maintainers will
served Dover until early December.

AMXS is one of the largest squadrons
| assignedtothe439thAW, with morethan 300
reservists. Squadron members have been ac-
tiveted snce February. They launched arecord
1,103 C-5 flights from Westover from Febru-
aythrough May 31, during oneof the coldest

ew England winters on record.

Allen presented the award to theAMXS
members on Oct. 22 —by displaying it at sun-
riseto the squadron’smorning shift workersat
the dining fecility and again during his last
com 'scdl thesame day.

The effectiveness awvard spotlights the
sguadron’s efforts from Oct. 1, 2002 to Sept.
30,2003 AM X Sresarvisshavebeen deployed
and activated for Operations Enduring Free-
dom, Iragi Freedom, Noble Eagle, Southerr/

LAST CALL - Col. Daniel W. Allen displays the
AFRC maintenance effectiveness award to his
troops during his last commander’s call.

NorthernWatch, Phoenix Banner, and Phoe-
nix Magnesium.

Its members won seven wing quarterly
awards in the same time period. Eleven
AMXS troops dso took time to volunteer
painting houses in Springfidd in July with

“The 439" AMXS responded to a sec-
ond call toactiveduty in February of thisyear
withgreat professonaismand astrongwill to
support our nation,” said Col. Wede Farris,
439" AW commander. “They are afantadtic
group of individuas who consstently work
asateam to make greet things happen.”

AMXScompetesfor theMa ntenance Ef-
fedi\églessAwad attheAir Forceleve inDe-
cember.




Fitness staff warms reservists up for new AF standards

Articleand photos
by TSgt. Andrew Biscoe

TheAir Force's new fitness sdandards are
quickly agpproaching with the new year, and fit-
ness center officias are urging resarvists to be-
ginwarming up NOw.

Asof Jan. 1, reservigswill be expected to
meet what Air Force Reserve Command offi-
cids sad will be smilar to the new physicd
fithess slandards of their active-duty counter-

“Our intention as resarvids is to have the
samefitnessrequirements asthe rest of the Air
Force” sadMg. RebeccaReynoldsof thecom-
mand surgeon’s aerogpace medicinedivison at
HeadquartersAFRC. * Once our supplement to
theAir Forceingructioniscomplete, itislikely
these will be the same as our active-duty coun-
terparts”

The new gandards, announced this sum-
mer by Air Force Chief of Saff Gen. John P
Jumper, includeatimed 1.5 milerun, push-ups,
and crunches. Resarvigs will dso havethe cir-
cumferences of their abdomens measured.
People unable to run because of medica rea-
sons will il be required to participate in the
current 3-mile walk requirement.

The Westover fitness Saff urges everyone
to take advantage of what the center offers.

“Thisisaquality of lifeissue,” said James
H. Kélly, fitnessdirector with the 439" Services
Squadron. “This will not only benefit the Air
Force, itwill bendfittheresarvigts. TheAir Force
isredly serious about this.”

Reservists will earn component scores,
which vary according to age and gender. They

TREADING ALONG - Patriot Wing members
CMSgt. Kathleen M. Wood, left, and MSgt. Lori

D. Boucher work out on treadmills at the fitness
center.

will beaddedtoobtain
anoverdl fitnessscore.
The score will deter-
mine if a person fdls
into the excellent,
good, margina or poor
fitness category.

Ftnesscategories
will determinehow of -
ten a person mugt re-
test. For example, a
composite score of 90
will putapersoninthe
excellent category.
However, if a person
has a composite score
of 70to 74.9 then thet
person would be con-
Sdered to be margin-
dly fit, thus requiring
aretest a Sx-monthin-
tervds.

A person who
sooreslessthan 70will
enter thepoorly fit cat-
egory, which requires
a retest every three
months. People rated
margind or poor will
receive educational
material to improve
their scores.

TSgt. Ned G Normandin, NCOIC of the
fitn&escenteréijsaﬂonghd fiveﬁvistswithrtgg
services squadron helping eget tra
for the new standards.

Normandin will attend a command con-
ferencein December that will addresshow the
fitnesscenter staff will handletheexpected on-
sle:.é%ht of reservigson UTAS, and during the
week.

“That's going to be the challenge,”
Normandin sad. “We have 2,400 people here
and that'swhy we have another school that is
going to certify peopleastrainers. That'scom-
ingintheJanuary-February timeframeonbase,
o we'reredly excited about that. We re dso
goingtobehaving dlassesonhowtoeat right.”

Normandin said everyone should take it
easy when beginning their new workouts.
“Start up dowly, especidly if you' re someone
who hasn't worked out alot,” he said. “You
haveto takeit dow. Comein and talk to us”

Rick Heller, a persond trainer at the fit-
ness center, said the programsand equipment

SIT-UP STRAIGHT - SSgt. Reginald Johnson, 439" SVS, does sit-ups
with help from SSgt. Christopher Pemberthy, areservist with the 914th
SVS, Niagara Falls, N.Y. TSgt. Neal G. Normandin, NCOIC of the fithess
center, monitors.

For those reserviss who live too far from
the convenience of the fitness center, the Saff
can show that proper exercisng can bedoneat
hometoo.

“We will show them what they can do —
while getting the exact samebenefitsout of it —
as if they came here into the fitness center,”
Heller sad. “Everything here can be done a

\rIIVhSThefr a haﬂeorattlhecelrrt%réthebig-

urdle for m e wi ettin
Sarter Normendn it F

“Thet'sthebigthing. It'sabout getting over
that hump and getting the energy to show up.”

Thefitnesscenter saff agreed that waiting
any longer through the holiday season would
make it harder to meet what's around the cor-
ner next year. “Working on it now isthe key —
not waiting until 2004,” Heller said.

Ingtructors from the Indtitute in
Dadllas, Texas, will soon be a the base to help
peoplemeet thestandards. They will meet with
unit fitness monitorsto help make sure people

areinplaceat thefitnesscenter for thosepeople  Pass.

who need to get fit.
“TheAir Force Reservecannot makeany

of itsreservids get fit,” hesaid. “ That respon-

shility isultimately up to the reservist.”

“Cooper isone of the most renowned fit-
ness centersin the country,” Heller said. “Mr.
Cooper isthe man who invented aerobics. The
Cooper classes will help people ramp up.”

Information and Internet access on fitness standards available for reservists

Reservists with access to the Internet can view the new fitness-scoring
charts at www. af.mil/news/USAF_Fitness_Charts.pdf.

The fitness center is open from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily; and from 8 a.m.
to 11 p.m. on weekends. The staff may be reached at Ext. 3958.

Other points of contact for information on the standards are squadron
first sergeants and unit fitness monitors.

Reservists with medical concerns about meeting the new standards
should call any physician at the 439" AMDS medical facility at Ext. 3565.




Reservists take part in first concept of

Articleand photo
by TSgt. Andrew Reitano

A November UTA base exercise capped ayear-long effort to tran-
sition the Air Force into anew way of handling nuclear, chemical,
and biological (NBC) operations in a deployed environment for
Patriot Wing members.

According Mgj. Patrick S. Ryan, 439" AW executive officer, the
wing began preparing for the exercise, held Nov. 2, by having the
439" Readiness Flight conduct training classes, first for its com-
manders, and then for everyone else from colonel to airman.

“Thiswas an exerciseto work out thekinks. A tabletop exercise
to practice command and control was held in September, and we
moved to thenext level in November by exercising theentire base,”

Ryan said. “This concept of operations (CONOPS) is a departure |

from the previous‘ shut down awhole base, recover awhole base’
concept. Now, the focusis on only shutting down and decontami-
nating the effected aress, leaving unaffected areas free to continue
to accomplish the mission.”

Every unit on the base had severa personnel participating in the
exercise, epecialy mobility personnel and thoseindividualsinUTC
positions who would deploy during contingencies.

“This is the way the Air Force is doing business now — from
Baghdad to Bagram,” Ryan said. “It's important that our people
understand these new concepts and are prepared when their boots
land on foreign soil.”

With thisbeing thefirst exercisetesting these new concepts, cer-
tain issues regarding accountability, knowing what to smulate and
what to perform fully, and other minor command and control items
will be examined and corrected with additional exercises. “While

the entry control point location for sector India to other members of
the wing staff.

no exerciseis ever perfect, we can dways catch and correct these
minor items as they occur,” Ryan said.

Similar to ability to survive and operate (AT SO) exercises, Ryan
said CONOPS provides Air Force units a structured framework
designed to minimize casualties and maximize mission effective-
nessin NBC environments. “ Thereisno part of an NBC attack that
isn't stressful, but if we'* train theway wefight,” and become famil-
iar with these new concepts, then, when called uponin area-world
mission, it will be second nature to each airman,” he said.

FINAL TRIP - A crane operator places the 30,000-pound fuselage
of a C-130B Hercules onto a tractor-trailer Oct. 29 for shipment
from Westover. The fuselage, stored near the Dogpatch training
area, was used by Westover aeromedical specialists and aerial
porters until about three years ago, when it became a home for
animals, as skunks and bees found their way into the aircraft, said

Incredible hulk

photo by TSgt. Charmaine Mallett
Hassell A. Frye, Westover traffic manager. An Arizona-based
contractor also hauled the wings of the aircraft on another tractor-
trailer. Because of the width of the C-130 fuselage, Frye said the
truck drivers had to use Westover’s main runway to depart through
agate on the civilian side of the base. The drivers transported the
fuselage and wings to Nevada.




Patriot Wing announces its yearly award winners

Capt. Kenneth A. MSgt. Kenneth TSgt. Eileen
Parsons, a C-5 N. Brainard, a Moloney-Cook,
flight instructor command and command and

with the 337" AS, navigation control craftsman
is the Officer of systems crafts- with the 439"

the Year. Parsons man with the ALCEF, is the

has been as- 439" Airlift NCO of theYear.
signed to Control Flight, is She has been
Westover since the Senior NCO with the 439th
1993. of the Year. AW for two years.

Moloney-Cook

Parsons Brainard

Westover Fire Chief  SrA. Nickolaus Shelli A.
Charles Van J. Schmitter, a McCarthy, 439"
Gorden is the 439" AMXS jet ASTS, isthe |
Civilian Supervisor engine me- | Civilian Em-
of the Year. Van chanic, is the ployee of the
Gorden has been Airman of the Year. Assigned
fire chief since April, Year. He has to the squadron
and a member of been assigned to for three years,
the fire department AMXS since she is a medical
for eight years. This  November 2000, |- administrative f
Van Gorden  year, he was and recently Schmitter assistant and an :
honored as Air deployed to Dover air reserve McCarthy
Force Reserve Command’s Best AFB, Del., with nearly 100 other technician master sergeant with ASTS.

Civilian Fire Officer. maintainers to support C-5 operations.

Patriot Portraits

C-5 TOUR - TSgt.
Anthony G.
Gambardella, 439"
AMXS, explains the
C-5 mission to a
Boy Scout troop
from Derby, Conn.,
on Nov. 1. AMXS
hosted another Boy
Scout tour on Oct.
25 at Westover.
Both tours included
visits to the flight
line and the fire
station.

PRECISION CUT -

MSgt. Jim Serra and SrA. Mike
Gleason, 439th CES structures shop,
cut vinyl soffit for a base project.

| Tl
photo by TSgt. Andrew Biscoe

A STEP ABOVE -- Westover firefighter Brian
Morris, right, trains for the Air Force Reserve
Command Firefighter Competition to be held
next spring, as fellow firefighter Robert
Fancy steadies his ladder. The firefighters
will train through the fall and spring for the
competition, scheduled to be held at
Grissom ARB, Ind.

photo by MSgt. Anne Ward




When others need help, they call the 43

Articleand photo
by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

The 18 members of aircrew life support
are the people to turn to when wings need
the help of an experienced, well-trained
team.

After pulling plenty of extraduty heredur-
ingthelragi Freedom surge, the Patriot Wing
lifesupport specidistsarehel ping their coun-
terparts a Willow Grove NAS, Pa.; Dover
AFB, Ddl.; and Homestead ARB, Fla

Thelifesupport specidistsof the 439" Op-
erations Support Squadron, supervised by
SMSgt. Paul LaRochelle, inspect and main-
tain al the equipment that protects crew
members' lives, from oxygen masks to
chemical warfare suites to the rations, sig-
naling equipment, radios and other gear that
make up survivd kits.

Their job is vita to the airlift mission.
When the operations tempo picked up after
9/11 they, dlong with air crews, wereamong
the first people activated here. During that
round, aircrew life support was on active
duty for afull year.

They are currently ontheir second active
tion of the War on Terrorism, which started
at the beginning of the Iragi Freedom surge
last February.

Last June when the 913" Airlift Wing of
Willow Grove needed helpto train members

inpreparation for astaff assistancevisit, they
made the call to Westover.

Seven Patriot Wing members spent two
weeks working with the C-130 life support
speciaists at the base near Philadelphia.
During the deployment they also helped the
913" members combat configurethewing's

Galaxy
grand
opening

The Galaxy

B Express store

| grand opening was
held Oct. 14.
Cutting the ribbon
| are, from left, Rudy
D’Amico, Col.
Wade Farris, 439th
AW commander;
Luca Esposito, Lee
Mendoza, Sharon
Giovinazzo, and
her seeing eye dog,
Auggie. The
Central Association
for the Blind and
Visually Impaired
operates the store,
which stocks
supplies for offices
on base.

P b :'-I TR
photo by MSgt. W.C. Pope

oth life support team

OXYGEN CHECK -
SSgt. Paul Doyon,
aircrew life support,
double checks the
functioning of an
aircrew oxygen

% mask which is

| hooked up to a
Scott Tester to
simulate conditions
at high altitude. The
| test is part of the
inspection and
maintenance done
at the aircrew life
support section in
the Base Hangar.

sionsto the Middle East AOR.

TheWestover life support team that went
to Willow Grove consisted of LaRochelle,
M Sgts. David Guertin, Robert Majewski,
and Paul Marsters, TSgts. Pamela Cutt and
Kevin Pietrowski, and SSgt. Paul Doyon.

During August and September, two
members served for 30 days with the ac-
tive duty 436" AW at Dover AFB. TSgt.
Dirk Diviney and SSgt. Bill Watson hel ped
train an influx of new, inexperienced life
support specialists at Dover.

Watson went to Homestead ARB in Oc-
tober for a tour of duty to help train Re-
servists who were preparing for a mobil-
ity exercise at the Florida base.

During the Iragi Freedom spring and
summer surge, aircrew life support went
to around-the-clock operations. The spe-
cidistswereontheflightlinetoinspect life
support equipment on every C-5 that
landed here throughout the grueling air
bridge operations.

The deployments by the Patriot Wing
teams to other bases has been a two-way
learning experience. “1 was glad to do it.
They thanked us, gave us some things to
put up onthewall for what wedid,” Doyon
said.

Moreimportantly, inspecting the perfor-
mance of others who were preparing for
their SAV gave the Westover specialists a
new perspective. “It wasapart of my job|
hadn’ t seen before, being on the other side
of an inspection. It'Il definitely help our
own unit out with the inspection coming
up in March,” Doyon said.



President Bush singles out former
Westover reservist during speech

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

When George W. Bush wanted to hold
up an example of military service to the

nation, he chose a former Patriot Wing |

aerial porter now serving in Baghdad.
M Sgt. John “ Jake” Negrotti wassingled

out for special attention from his com- J

mander in chief during a presidential visit
to Pease ANGB, N.H. on Oct. 9. Negrotti

isserving in Iraq asamember of the New g :

Hampshire Air National Guard.

Negrotti was among two Air Guard
members named by Bush as making a dif-
ferenceinthe Iragi Freedom effortsto re-
build schools and hospitals and restore
electricity.

“l am confident of victory because |
know the character of our military —shown
in people like Master Sergeant Jake
Negrotti of Plaistow, New Hampshire,”
Bush said.

“He's volunteered for overseas deploy-
ments three times since September the
11th. He's served in Pakistan, Afghanistan
and lrag. Right now, Jake is an airport
manager at Baghdad Airport, helping make
sure our military and humanitarian opera-
tions move ahead,” the president said.

“People like Jake Negrotti are showing
what it meansto be a patriot and acitizen.
We're honored to have Jake' swife, Donna.
and his children. Alicia and Christopher,
with us here today. Next time you talk to
Jake, Donna, you tell him hispresident ap-
preciates his service and his country is
grateful .”

Before joining the Air Guard, Negrotti
served as an aerial porter at Westover and
Hanscom AFB and later as a member of
the 439" Airlift Control Flight. During
Desert Shield and Storm, he served in
Saudi Arabiawhen theairlift control flight
deployed to King Khalid Military City to
organize the return of troops.

In his civilian life, he is an athletic fa-

WIL SON continued from Page 3

photo by SrA. Mary Gallagher

WESTOVER CONNECTION - When President
George W. Bush addressed a crowd at Pease
ANGB, N.H., he made special mention of former
Westover reservist MSgt. John “ Jake” Negrotti,
whose last assignment was with the 439th Airlift
Control Flight.

cilities manager at Northeastern Univer-
Sity.

Bush stopped at Pease to address mili-
tary members on a trip to Manchester to
speak to the Chamber of Commerce.

A number of Westover members re-
ceived invitations to the Pease speech, in-
cluding Lt. Col. Sally Nutt Morger, 439th
AW Public Affairs Officer. As the com-
mander-in-chief passed a reviewing line,
she had the opportunity to present him a
Westover coin in the name of all Patriot
Wing members.

Free tickets offered
to military families at
Blandford Ski Area

The Springfield, Mass., Ski Club’s
Blandford Ski area, just 30 minutesfrom
Springfield, isoffering aMilitary Fam-
ily Ski Weekend from Jan. 30 to Feb. 1,
2004.

Free lift tickets will be available to
all military personnel and their families
Jan. 30 and 31 from 8:30 am. to 9 p.m.
and Feb. 1 from 8:30 am. to 4 p.m.

Reservists need to bring their military
IDs or family military IDs to the ticket
window.

Ski and snowboard rentals and les-
sons are available at our regular guest
rates. For more information, visit the
club’'sweb site at www. skiblandford.org

The

Great New

England
Airshow

1S coming to
Westover Air Reserve
Base
Aug. 14-15, 2004

evaluator pilot and served as the 41% Flying Training Squad-
ron assistant operations officer.

Wilson separated from active duty in June 2001 and joined the
Air Force Reserve the following October. He has been activated
continuoudly in support of Operations Enduring and Iragi Free-
dom serving as the 439" AM XS maintenance officer.

Asthe AM XS commander, Wilsonisresponsiblefor the orga-
nizational capability for launch, recovery, inspection and mainte-
nance of the 16 assigned C-5A aircraft and all other C-5sthat tran-
st Westover ARB. He is also responsible for the capability to de-
ploy maintenance teams to support C-5 aircraft maintenance op-

eratilcéns in hostile and non-hostile environments anywhere in the
world.

Wilson resides in Simsbury, Conn., with his wife, Tammy.
They haveadaughter, Jordan, and are expecting their second child
in December.

Allen praised his squadron’s performance record during his
remarks as outgoing commander. “ You really make apositive dif-
ference in what you do, and you should really take great pridein
everything that you do every day,” he said. “With al that you have
done you deserve the best commander there is, and you' re about
to get him. Mark will do an exceptional job for you.”



Depot says goodbye to C-141 signaling end of era

Articleby 2nd Lt. Lance Patterson
Photosby Sue Sapp
AFRC PublicAffairs

ROBINSAIR FORCE BASE, Ga. —In aceremony complete
with colorful nogtagic graffiti, a C-141 aircraft departed here Oct. 16
heading west to its new home at March Air Reserve Base, CAif.

The departure of tall number 65-0248 sgnaded the end of an era
for C-141 Sarlifters, which arescheduled toleavetheAir Forceinven-
tory in 2006. Theaircraft wasthelast C-141 to undergo programmed
depot maintenance a Warner RobinsAir Logistics Center, which has
performed thiswork 1,800 times on the trangporters since 1972.

RohinsAFB officid sand employees said goodbyeto tail number
65-0248 in aspecid roll-out ceremony hosted by Mg. Gen. Dondd
Wetekam, WR-AL C commande.

For nearly 40 yearssinceitsintroductionintheAir Forcein 1964,
the C-141, built by Lockheed Marietta, has flown millions of miles
and moved millions of tons of personnel and cargo.

Known as the “workhorse” of the Air Mohbility Command, the
Salifter fulfills the vast spectrum of airlift requirements through its
ability toairlift combat forcesover long distances, ddliver thoseforces
and their equipment either by air, land or airdrop, resupply forcesand
transport thesick and wounded from thehostileareatto advanced medi-
cd fadilities.

Over the years, the C-141 has undergone a number of
Thefusd agewas stretched morethan 23 feet and anin-flight refueling
cgpahility was added to creste the“B” modd. At Robins, weep hole
modifications and center wing box repairs are considered the system
program office'sfinest hour. Later, aglass cockpit wasincluded with
some arcraft dong with new fuel quantity and airlift defensve sys-
tems.

At the farewel ceremony, the logigtics center commander said
how proud heisof what the C-141 workershavedonethisyear. “Alot
of people around the Air Force had given up on the C-141 program
depot maintenance program, but over the last two years you' ve gone
from 17 percent of on-time aircraft to 64 percent on-time and thet is
impressive,” the generd said.

Also on hand to give gppreciation to the work force was Brig.
Gen. Robert Lytle, Air Force Reserve Command assigtant vice com-

“The C-141 isbeing turned over to people who care about it just

Tammy Bartlett, a former C-141 records clerk for aimost nine years,
signs thefinal C-141 Starlifter aircraft to go through programmed depot
maintenance at the Warner Robins Air Logistics Center, Robins AFB,
Ga.

Tail No. 65-0248 departs Oct. 16 following a ceremony to mark the end of
C-141 maintenance . The Air Force expects to phase the aircraft out of its
inventory in 2006.

asmuch as Robins, peoplewho have been working on theaircraft since
it rolled off the assembly line in the mid 1960s,” Lytle said. “A lot of
themwill receiveit and take care of it just like you did. They care about
it. They love it; their persondity and life are wrapped up in that iron
whether they are the aviator, the maintainer or the supply technician.”

Lytle apilot with morethan 6,000 flying hours, said he haslearned
to appreciate the team that keeps the aircraft going. “You produced a
qudity product on time and ahead of schedule with fewer defectsthan
you weredoing last year, and | gpplaud you for that,” Lytle said.

Filotingtheaircraft to MarchARB wasL t. Col. J.C. Clemons, who
sad hefdt asense of pride stting at the helm on thefind flight.

“It' sagreat accomplishment tofly thelast Sarlifter from Robinsto
March, butitisaso asad day,” Clemons said. “We can only find com-
fortinthefact that for the next couple of yearswe can on occasion, look
up and seea C-141 flying overhead till supporting thewar fighter inan
arcraft thet we produced here at the Warner RobinsALC.”

About 50 C-141 arcraft remain in the Air Force inventory com-
pared to a high of 284 arcraft during its heyday. The system program
officeworkersaveraged 60- 70 program depot maintenanceaircraft yearly
with asurge of 90 per year during the early 1990s.

Logistics support personnd will continue to work with the C-141
until itsfind retirement. Many of the employees have dready been &>
sorbed into different aircraft program depot maintenance lines, incdud-
ingthe C-17.

Only two Reserve units continueto fly and maintain unit-equipped
C-141s —the 452nd Air Mobility Wing a March ARB and the 445th
Airlift Wing at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio. Both unitsarescheduled to
convert to other airlift missonsin the near future.

All C-141sa March will e@ther be replaced or in the replacement
sage with C-17s at the end of 2005. All C-141swill be replaced &t the
end of 2006. (AFRC News Service from the Robins Rev-Up)

“They care about it. They love it; their per-
sonality and life are wrapped up in that iron
whether they are the aviator, the maintainer
or the supply technician.”

- Brig. Gen. Robert Lytle, Air Force Reserve
Command assistant vice commander
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ENGRAVED IN
STONE - The
ceremony took
place around a
permanent
marble marker
that reads
“Dedicated to the
memory of the
deceased
members of the
439th Airlift
Wing.”

FOLDING IN HONOR
- Base Honor Guard
members MSgt.
Thomas Roe and
SrA. Mary Gallagher
fold OId Glory during
the Nov. 1 ceremony
at the base ellipse
that honored
Westover veterans.

- photos by MSgt.
W.C. Pope

FORMATION - Aformation of reservists, made up of airmen from
all units on base, stands at parade rest during the ceremony.

TAPS - TSgt. Stephen Adamczyk, 439th AMXS, plays in solumn tribute.




Patriot People

Name: Tarann M. Loranger

Rank: SrA.

Age: 25

Address. Springfield, Mass.

Unit: 439th Communications Squadron
Position: Orderly room technician
Civilian position: Stay-at-home mom
Favoritefood: Pizza

Yearsof service: Three

Favorite sports: Football

Favorite hobbies: Scrapbooking

Ideal vacation: Cancun with the hubby
Best way to relax: Play with my son
Preferred entertainment: Watch movies
Favorite heroes: My dad

Favorite music styles. Godsmack
Favorite movie: “Ferris Bueller's Day Off”
Favorite aircraft: F-16

Pet peeve: Bad drivers

What would | doif | won $1 million: Build ahouse and buy aViper

SrA. Tarann M. Loranger

Patriot Praises

Amn. Madia, Brian J. MSqt. Valliere, David A. SSgt. Wironen, Michad J.

AB George AlanaSM. TSgt. Brown, William J. SrA. Ben, Sy

AB Mudler, MylesJ. TSgt. Chadbourne, Sephen L. SrA. Lembo, Brian W.
TSgt. Gilzinger, Seven P.

Enligments. Thirty Years of
Federal Service:
TSgt. Chadbourne, Sephen L.

SSgt. Farrel, Desmond E. Bender, Barbara

SSgt. Wironen, Michad J.
A1C Duncan, Akili-Abdul H.
A1C Fletcher, Philip M.
A1C Folts Amber J.
A1C Liu, Weifeng

A1C Nieves, Edgard
A1C Policagtro, PageR.
A1C Ramirez, Crigian V.
A1C Rushton, Michad A.
A1C Sdma, Randall W.
A1C Williams, Mark E.
A1C Wint, Terry A., Jr.

Reenligments:

SM Sgt. Marrone, Michad J.

SM Sgt. Michon, Sandra M.
MSgt. Colucci, Linda S.

M Sgt. Gagnon, Paul J.
M&gt. Kida, Sephen E.
MSgt. Matley, Robert R.
M&gt. Olbrys, Peter J.

M Sgt. Pope, William C.
MSgt. Thomas, Michad J.
MSgt. Turpin, Richard W.

TSgt. Hoagland, Matthew S.
TSgt. Overton, ElisaM.
TSgt. Ritchie, John F.

TSgt. Rivera, Joe O.

TSgt. Walker, Mark A.
TSgt. Wesoloskie, Todd R.
SSgt. Farrel, Desmond E.
SSgt. Harris, Raymond D.
SSgt. Noury, James Richard
SSgt. Phelps, Ronald C.
SSgt. Swedock, AvaM.
SSgt. Weaver, Jason J.

pPatriot Puns

Reassgnments:

Capt. Houle, LisaB.

Capt. Mévin, David J.
SSgt. Williams, Andrew D.
SrA. Shepard, Jonathan M.
SrA. Yong, Billy M .H.

Retired:
CMSgt. Defazio, FrancesA.

SM Sgt. Groeber, William D.

Drenthe, Henri M.
Dzwonkus, ThomasV.
Hillebrand, James B.
Lavigne Kenneth R.
Major, Michad A.

NCO Academy Graduate:
SSgt. Garcia, Richard

by MSgt. W.C. Pope

Holiday food baskets
available through USO;
pewter ornaments on sale

Holiday food basketsareavailablefirst come,
first serve to military members experiencing fi-
nancia hardships.

Sign-upisat the Pioneer Valley USOinBldg.
1100, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from 9
am. to 3 p.m. and Saturdays of theA and B UTA
from 12-4 p.m..

The USO staff isholding afund-raiser. Pew-
ter C-5 ornaments and key chains are for
sale. Ornaments are $15 and key chains are
$10. For moreinformation, cal the USO at Ext.
3290 or the family support staff at Ext. 3024, in
Bldg. 1100.

Bldg. 1100 is located near the ellipse on
Walker Avenue.
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PATRIOT

Annual Turkey Trot draws dozens of runners, walkers

by SrA. Tom Oudlette

M orethan three dozen runners and walk-
ers competed in the Patriot Wing's Annual
Turkey Trot during the November A UTA.

photo by SrA. Tom Ouellette

WINNING STRIDE - Thomas Mauzaka, special
assistant to the wing commander, was the
winner in his age group.

photo by TSgt. Andrew Reitano

COLD TURKEY - More than 35 runners and walkers head out into the November cold at the
start of the Turkey Trot. Winners in each category received Thanksgiving turkeys.

Thisyear’'srace, held Nov. 2, featured
16 different categories, challenging ath-
letes to test their speed and stamina in
either the 3-mile or 5-mile events. The
athletes were placed in their respective
categories based on their gender, age,
distance of the race, and style (walk or
run). The top finisher in each category
won thetraditional prize of aThanksgiv-
ing turkey.

In the 5-mile run, Rodney Furr led all
maleswith the best overall time of 25:31.

Stephanie Granger proved to be the fastest
female, finishing with atime of 33:54.

The 3-milerun had its share of challeng-
ers and close competition, yet John Leach
edged out all contenders posting the fast-
est time at 19:05 against the males.

Thewomen’s 3-mile race came down to
aphoto finish, with Lori Campbell edging
out her daughter, Mary, by amere two sec-
onds. Nevertheless, Campbell’s time of
24:10 made her the fastest woman overall
in the 3-mile run.

Other Turkey Trot winners

Twelve other Patriot Wing members earned their turkeys by winning
in various categories. They were:
Gerberth, Michelle Greene, Ed Greenwood, Celio Hernandez,
Barbara Jackson, Bruce LaMay, Lana Lue, Thomas Mauzaka,
Patrick Ryan, and Kathleen Wood.

Lisa Cook, Dirk Dufresne, Cathy

December UTA schedule

Published monthly for Patriots like TSgt. Tiffany L.
Mason, Mansfidd, Conn., and 2,485 members of the
430th AW at Westover ARB, and geogr aphically sepa-
rated units.
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